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Flushing 
to get 
the flick
BARWON Water has begun
an educational campaign high-
lighting the damage that so
called “flushable” wipes are
causing the sewerage system.

The initiative will use a
lighthearted take on the issue,
comparing flushing wipes to
flushing a couch.

Infrastructure general man-
ager Paul Northey said wipes
caused blockages within pipes,
pump stations and at water
reclamation plants and cost
Barwon Water tens of thou-
sands of dollars to remove.

“While some of the wipe
products are labelled flushable,
they do not break down like
toilet paper and can clog
sewerage networks, leading to
sewage overflows,” Mr North-
ey said.

He said flushing the wipes
did not just have an effect on
Barwon Water infrastructure,
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but also caused blockages in
household pipes. “Such a
blockage can cause unpleasant
sewage overflows and lead to
expensive plumbing bills for
homeowners,” he said. 

Last year Barwon Water
was one of 230 water utilities
around the world to support an
industry position on products
labelled non-flushable and
flushable. “Don’t be fooled by
flushable on the packaging, the
only true flushable is toilet
paper,” Mr Northey said.

Barwon Water urged cus-
tomers not to flush wipes but
put them in the bin.

Indy’s smashing day
NEW Zealander Scott Dixon was 
lucky to walk away from this 
spectacular crash during the 
running of the Indianapolis 500.

The Kiwi driver was near the
front on lap 54 when Jay Howard 
hit the wall, lost control and ran 
into his path.

Dixon ran over the top of him
and flipped into a barrier wall 
before spinning down the track. 

Flames spewed from the flying
car as it disintegrated on impact. 

Howard was also able to walk
away from the crash.

Aussie driver James Davison
was caught up in a five-car wreck, 
which also took out seasoned 
countryman Will Power.

The 30-year-old Davison’s race
ended when he and Spain’s Oriol 
Servia made contact in Turn 1.

Takuma Sato went on to 
become the first Japanese driver 
to win in the 101st edition of the 
motorsport showpiece. 

New Zealand’s Scott Dixon 
flies over Jay Howard, of 
England, during the running of 
the Indianapolis 500. 
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