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POLICE  allege the driver
who caused a fatal car crash
in Belmont on Sunday
morning was unlicensed.

Roderick Bohr, 42, ap-
peared briefly in Geelong
Magistrates’ Court yesterday
facing five charges, including
counts of dangerous driving
causing death, reckless con-

duct endangering life and
unlicensed driving.

The court heard Bohr, of
Moorabool St, Geelong, was
injured in Sunday’s crash on
Barrabool Rd and received
medical treatment. 

Police reported three cars
were involved in the crash
that occurred just before

11.30am, with one male driv-
er killed.

Wearing grey tracksuit
pants and a black zip-up
hoodie top, Bohr did not apply
for bail and the court heard it
was his first time in custody.
He is scheduled to return to
court on September 1.

– GREG DUNDAS

Driver in fatal crash ‘unlicensed’

“He’s taken many calls from
Liberals from the area directly
asking him how is he going to
lead the Libs against Lisa Nev-
ille,” the source said. “Tony is
under heavy pressure from his
family, his employment,
Queenscliffe and the Libs.”

Another insider said Sen-
Sgt Francis had been pressured
to stand up against the Police
Minister, but Liberal Victoria
supporters were concerned the
Bellarine electorate had
become a lost cause.

“There is a huge oppor-
tunity here to take advantage
of the Labor Party’s problems,
but administrative dysfunction
is giving it away,” one source
said. “It’s been fail, fail, fail on
all counts.”

Former Bellarine MP Garry
Spry could be tapped to lead
the Bellarine SEC in Sen-Sgt
Francis’s stead, an insider said.

Mr Spry, 78, last headed the
Queenscliff branch of the
party in the 1970s.

Tackling what he describes
as Victoria’s “crime tsunami”
has become a key element of
Mr Guy’s policy in the lead-up
to the 2018 state election.

Mr Guy declined to com-
ment on the Bellarine SEC
situation on Tuesday.

Sen-Sgt Francis did not
respond to Geelong Advertiser
requests for comment.

Neville strategy row

Top cop 
quits as 
Bellarine 
Lib chief
NICHOLAS PAYNE

QUEENSCLIFFE  Mayor and
Victoria Police senior sergeant
Tony Francis has resigned as
head of Liberal Victoria’s Bel-
larine branch amid claims he
was being pressured to endorse
Opposition Leader Matthew
Guy’s law and order campaign.

It is understood Sen-Sgt
Francis, elected unopposed for
a 12-month term at the
branch’s annual general meet-
ing in November, was un-
comfortable with pressure to
support the Liberals’ law and
order campaign against
Bellarine Labor MP and Police
Minister Lisa Neville.

“The Liberal Party can con-
firm Mr Tony Francis is step-
ping down as chairman of the
Bellarine State Electorate
Conference,” a Liberal Victoria
spokesman said yesterday. 

“The Liberal Party makes
no apologies for relentlessly
pursing Lisa Neville for her
failures as a local MP and as
Police Minister. 

“Under her watch Vic-
torians are under siege as a
result of car-jackings, home
invasions and armed
robberies.”

The spokesman said Sen-
Sgt Francis remained “a highly
respected member of the Lib-
eral Party and in the wider Bel-
larine community”.

The shock departure is
believed to have thrown the
Bellarine SEC into disarray,
with the branch still searching
for a suitable candidate to run
against Ms Neville.

Liberal Party insiders have
claimed inept leadership and a
lack of experience was to
blame for the branch’s woes.

One member said Sen-Sgt
Francis was “ducking for
cover”.

Tony Francis

A SIMPLE saliva test could 
be used to assess a person’s 
melanoma risk within the 
next five years, Queensland 
researchers believe.

Researchers from the 
Princess Alexandra Hospital 
and University of Queensland 
are conducting a study of 
more than 1200 people to 
identify the genes that cause 
melanoma.

The hospital’s derma-
tology director, Professor H. 
Peter Soyer, said this infor-
mation, along with traits such 
as skin tone, eye and hair col-
our, would be used to rate a 
person’s chance of getting the 
deadly cancer using a saliva 
test.

“Melanoma in the age 
bracket between 15 and 39 is 
the most common cancer in 

Australia,” Prof Soyer said.
“We have very, very 

strong opinion that this is re-
lated to the sun on one hand, 
but also ... to the genomic 
makeup that we have.”

Prof Soyer said high-risk
people would be scanned by 
the hospital’s VECTRA 
whole-body scanning system, 
which maps mole growth.

– KARA VICKERY

New test hope in melanoma fight

HELLO possum! Jan Juc Kindergarten students had a 
surprise swing-by from some Australian native animals 
yesterday.

For Xavier Morello (pictured) the encounter with 
this ringtail possum from Wildlife Xposure was 
certainly of the close kind, but not too frightening.

The visit was part of Jan Juc Kindergarten’s learning
program.

The kindergarten, which is managed by the Surf 
Coast Shire, is taking enrolments for 2018. 

To find out more visit www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/
kinder2018 – MOLLY SLATER

TALL TALES AT SCHOOL
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