
GEELONGADVERTISER.COM.AU THURSDAY JUNE 1 2017 NEWS 11

V1 - GATE01Z01MA

WESTERN Victoria region 
MP Simon Ramsay said there 
was “nothing untoward” 
about the sudden 
resignation of Bellarine 
Liberals branch chair Tony 
Francis, despite persistent 
claims Senior Sergeant 
Francis’s police force role put 
him at odds with the party’s 
law and order campaign 
against Police Minister Lisa 
Neville.

A NEWCOMB dad had can-
nabis strung up like laundry in
his home when police raided, a
court has heard.

Officers collected 3.5kg of
the drug from Adrian Porter’s
home in Jacaranda Court on
March 29.

“That’s a lot of cannabis,”
Magistrate Michael Coghlan
said. “The neighbours would’ve
complained about the stench, I
would’ve thought.”

A 48-year-old part-time tat-
tooist, Porter pleaded guilty to
counts of cultivating and pos-
sessing cannabis in court
yesterday.

Despite the quantity of can-
nabis found at the home, police
found no evidence he had been
trafficking the drug, and the
court was told he had grown
the plants from seeds exclus-
ively for his personal use to
combat the effects of a hip
replacement operation and
chronic arthritis.

“Only the quantity of it is

sinister,” his lawyer, Mary
Foley, said.

“(He was) alarmed to think
anyone would think he was
connected to the drug trade.”

Mr Coghlan said this, and a
clean criminal record, counted
in Porter’s favour.

“If there’d been any other
indication it was being used for
anything other than personal
use, you would’ve been facing a
prison term,” he said.

He convicted Porter and
fined him $1500 plus $120
court costs.

Big cannabis crop to fight arthritis
GREG DUNDASMr Ramsay, who is 

understood to be a key 
powerbroker in the 
Bellarine State Electorate 
Conference effort to find a 
candidate to run against Ms 
Neville at the 2018 State 
Election, said Sen-Sgt Francis 
had been juggling “a huge 
workload”.

“There’s nothing 
untoward (about the 
resignation),” he said.

“Tony has a number of 
high-profile jobs, it’s no 
secret — certainly his 

(Borough of Queenscliffe) 
mayoral duties and obviously 
his police duties, and his 
work at his cafe have put an 
enormous amount of 
pressure on his time.

Mr Ramsay pushed back
against reports of internal 
branch issues.

Ms Neville said she did not
want to comment on 
“internal disquiet” within the 
Opposition.

“Resolving these tensions
is a matter for them,” she 
said.

MUSIC TO THEIR EARS: Tate Street Primary School students, clockwise 
from back left, Chloe Sandian, 12, Connor Ellis, 11, Grace Venn, 11, and 
Darcy Storrar, 10. Picture: JAY TOWN

A CLASS-BY-CLASS CELEBRATION OF OUR LOCAL PREP STUDENTS

MY FIRST YEAR?
W Buy a copy of Wed’s paper with 

40 page local prep lift out at Addy 
office: 191-195 Ryrie St.

W Order a copy of your prep’s 
class photo in person OR phone 
52274493 OR email to request a 

Prep Pic Order form to office@
geelongadvertiser.com.au

DID YOU MISS

TATE Street Primary School in 
East Geelong has received 
almost $4500 for new 
instruments as part of the 
$400,000 musical 
instruments grants program.

The school’s music teacher,
Dani Rocca, said she could not 
be more excited to receive 
the grant.

“This means that we are 
able to provide better quality 
instruments for the students 
and will present them with 
more opportunities to 
succeed,” Mrs Rocca said. 

“The students will be very
excited when they hear the 
news as we will now have 
ukuleles, African drums and 
boomwhackers.”

Geelong MP Christine 
Couzens congratulated the 
primary school on receiving 
the grant.

“These grants are fantastic
news for students at Tate 
Street Primary School. Their 
school will now be able to 
provide more opportunities 
for students to develop 
musical skills while learning 
and having fun,” Ms Couzens 
said.

The grants are part of the
State Government’s $2 million 
Music in Schools initiative, 
which will also provide 
professional training for 
hundreds of Victorian 
teachers so that schools can 
establish quality music 
programs.

– MOLLY SLATER

Students 
can join 
the band

Resignation above board – Ramsay
NICHOLAS PAYNE

in 2016 (16.2 per cent) than
those aged 14-19 (15.9 per cent).
Illicit drug use has almost
doubled among the over 60s in
the past 16 years and it is also
rising among those aged 35-44
and 45-54. 

Fewer people aged 12-17
drank alcohol in 2016 and the
proportion of teens abstaining
from alcohol significantly
increased from 72 to 82 per
cent between 2013 and 2016. 

However, among their par-
ents and grandparents’ age
group, alcohol consumption is

rising. In 2016, 20 per cent of
the over 50s drank at risky lev-
els compared with 1.3 per cent
of 12-17 year olds and 18.5 per
cent of 18-24 year-olds. 

Fewer teenagers are taking
up smoking with the pro-
portion who have never
smoked rising from 95 per cent
in 2013 to 98 per cent in 2016. 

The age group with the
most daily smokers was the
40-49 year old group where
22 per cent smoked daily.

Foundation of Alcohol and
Research Education chief

Michael Thorn says a combin-
ation of factors is behind the
trend for teens to stick to the
straight and narrow road. 

Parents were more willing
to suggest their children delay
having their first drink, Mr
Thorn said.

“How kids interact has
changed and drinking is less
important for interacting with
peers, they are instead using
Facebook and other digital
platforms. There may well be
some impact of price increases
on some of the things young

people like for their first tipple
— beer and alcopops,” he said.

It was also becoming harder
for teens to acquire alcohol
with increased vigilance by
authorities and new laws that
restricted trading hours in
some cities, he said. 

There were big problems
with increased alcohol con-
sumption among older Austra-
lians because it could interact
with prescription medicine and
increase risk of some cancers. 

He said recent studies had
zeroed in on cheap wine as the

reason why older people were
more likely to drink. The age at
which kids first try alcohol and
cigarettes has risen from 14 in
1998 to 16 in 2016. 

The report found cannabis
was the most commonly used
drug (10 per cent), misuse of
pharmaceuticals (5 per cent),
cocaine (3 per cent), and
ecstasy (2 per cent). Metham-
phetamine use fell from 1 per
cent to 0.8 per cent. However,
more than half of metham-
phetamine users were using ice
— up from 22 per cent in 2010.

Teens shun drink and drugs
SUE DUNLEVY

IT  is grandparents and par-
ents, not rebellious teenagers,
who are the nation’s biggest
drug users, smokers and drink-
ers, a confronting government
report on drug use has found.

The National Drug Strategy
Household Survey has found
the proportion of the over-40s
who used illicit drugs rose from
14 to 16 per cent between 2013
and 2016. More people aged
40-49 were using illicit drugs


